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INITIATIVE

MEA(SUR/TO~BE/7SU MITTED DI'RECTLY
TO THE ELECTORS
--------0--------

•

The Attorney General has summarized the proposed measure as follows:
California Academy for the Blind. Initiative act establishing in City of Berkeley state school for the blind;
transferring thereto from the California School for the Deaf and Blind the care of the blind and funds and
equipment held by it for that purpose; authorizing state bonds for fourteen hundred thousand dollars to meet
cost of site, buildings, equipment and other authorized expenditures; prescribing form, manner of issuance
and sale of such bonds, and providing for payment thereof through annual state revenues and legislative
appropriations.
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To the Honorable Seeretarv
of State of the State of California:
•
W ~he un9-ersign;d, reaistered, qualified electors of the State of California, residents of ....................... .
//,""1'
/'~.·I ........................
t;:::G
...... . ;--;--,....
: .-;-.>;<
, C oun t y, presen t t 0 th e S ecre t ary 0 f Sta t e thOIS pe t't'
1 IOn an d reques t tlla t
a proposed measure, as hereinafter set forth, be submitted to the People of the State of California for their approval 01'
rejection, at the next ensuing general election or as provided by law. The proposed measure is as follows:
AN ACT creating a state school to be known as the California Academy for the Blind; providing for the management
and control of said school; providing for the issuance and sale of state bonds to create a fund for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act, and creating an interest and sinking fund for the payment of said bonds.
The people of the State of California do enact as f011ows:
Section 1. A state school for the blind is hereby established to be known as the "California Academy for the
Blind." Except as herein otherwise provided the academy shall be under the management and control of a board of
directors of five members appointed by the governor and known as "Board of Directors of the California Academy for
the Blind." The first appointment of members shall be made at the time hereinafter prescribed. Of those first appointed,
onp shall he drsignated to hold office for one year, one for two years, one for three years, and two for four years. Thereafter each member shall hold office for a term of four years and until his successor is appointed and qualified. Any
"acaney occurring in the membership of the board shall be filled by appointment in the same manner for the remainder
of the unexpired term. From and after the first appointment of directors of the Academy for the Blind, the academy
shall be conducted and governed in accordance with the provisions of chapter two of title five of part three of the
Political Code, insofar as the same are applicable, and such provisions of said chapter are hereby adopted by reference·
for the purposes of this act; provided, that certain words used therein shall for the purposes hereof be construed as
follows: (a) "school" or "school for the deaf and the blind" means "academy" or "academy for the blind;" (b) "deaf
or blind person" means" blind person;" and provided, further, that the principal of the academy must have had not
less than three years experience in the art of teaching the blind and shall hold a degree from a reputable university
and ha\'e a license to teach in the public high schools of California; and provided, further, that no person shall be disflllalified for the position of principal on account of blindness.
Sec. 2. The board of directors of the California School for the Deaf and the Blind is hereby authorized, directed
and empowered:
(a) To examine sites in the City of Berkeley and to select, subject to the approval of the state board of control,
a new and suitable site for the California Academy for the Blind, and out of the moneys available by the provisions
of this act, to purchase, subject to the approval of the board of control, and at a price not exceeding the sum of three
hundred thousand dollars, the necessary land therefor which must be within the corporate limits of the City of Berkeley
and so situated as to render it convenient for the pupils of the academy to visit the University of California;
(b) To grade, fence and otherwise improve the site in a manner suitable for the intended uses; to erect and construct thereon all buildings and other structures and improvements necessary and proper for the housing of complete
kindergarten, grammar and high school departments of the academy in accordance with such plans and specificationfl ail
may be prepared by the state department of engineering and approved by the board of directors of the California School
for the Deaf and the Blind;
(c) To provide and purchase all such furniture, fixtures, apparatus and other equipment as may be required for
the proper equipment of said buildings and grounds.
Sec. 3. As soon as the academy is ready for the housing of pupils the board of directors of the California School
for the Deaf and Blind shall notify the governor of the fact and within ninety days of the date of such notice the
governor shall appoint the members of the board of directors of the California Academy for the Blind. Upon the first
appointment and qualification of the members of the latter board, the powers and duties of the board of directors of
the California School for the Deaf and the Blind, in respect to the conduct and government of the academy for the
blind shall cease and determine and thereafter the academy as a separate state institution shall be under the management and control of the board established by the provisions hereof. Within six months of the date of the first appointment and qualification of the members of the new board, the board of directors of the California School for the Deaf
and the Blind shall transfer to the new board all donations and trust funds which it may have in its custody for the
exclusive benefit of the blind, and such fraction of the Durham fund and the Strauss fund and all other funds of similar
character as is obtained by dividing the number of blind pupils by the total number of pupils enrolled in the California
School for the Deaf and the Blind upon the date upon which this act takes effect; and shall transfer all machinery,
books, musical instruments, apparatus and equipment of every kind and character which has heretofore been used for
the exclusive benefit of the blind pupils,
Sec. 4. For the purpose of meeting the cost of the site, buildings, equipment and any other expenditures hereinbefore mentioned, the State of California is hereby authorized to, and shall incur an indebtedness in the manner provided by this act, in the sum of one million four hundred thousand dollars. Immediately upon the taking effect
this act the state treasurer shall prepare fourteen hundred suitable bonds of the State of California negotiable in fonn
and payable to bearer, and expressing on their face the obligation of the State of California to pay, in gold coin of the
Fnited States the principal amount thereof at the respective dates of maturity hereinafter specified, together with interest, as hereinafter specified, in the denomination of one thousand dollars each. Said bonds shall be numbered con-
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SPclltiHly rrclll one to fourteen hundred inclusive, and shall bear date the fifth day of January, 1921. The total issue
of ~l!("h bonds shall not exceed the principal sum of one million four hundred thousand dollars and such bonds shall
hear interest at the rate of four and one-half per cent per annum upon the principal from the date thereof. The said
hands and the interest thereon shall be payable in gold coin of the United States at the office of the state treasurer, at
thp times and in the manner following: The first forty of said bonds shall be due and payable on the fifth day of Jan\:ar;,. 1!)27. and forty of said bonds in consecutive numerical order shall be due and payable on the fifth day of January
in pac-h and every year thereafter, until and including the fifth day of January, 1961. The interest accruing on all of
said honds that ~hall he sold shall be payable semi-annually at the office of the state treasurer on the fifth day of January
an,l on the fifth day of July of each and every year after the sale of the same. The interest on all bonds issued and sold
shall cease on the day of their maturity, and the said bonds so issued and sold shall on the day of their maturity be paid,
as herpin provided. and cancelled by the state treasurer. All bonds remaining unsold shall, at the date of the maturity
thereof, be cancelled and destroyed by the state treasurer. All bonds issued pursuant to the provisions of this act shall
he signf'd hy the governor of the state, countersigned by the state controller, and endorsed by ·the state treasurer, and
eac-h of ~aicl bonds shall have the great seal of the State of California impressed thereon. The said bonds signed,
(·ountersigned. encIori'ed and sealed, as herein provided, when sold, shall be and constitute a valid and binding obligation
IIpon the State of California, though the sale thereof be made at a date or dates after the persons so signing, countersigning amI endorsing, or any of them, shall have ceased to be the incumbents of said office or officers.
~e('.

;). Attached to each of said bonds there shall be an interest coupon for each semi-annual payment of interest
tlll'l'Pon. negotiahle in form, and payable to bearer, and expressing the obligation of the State of California to pay the
alilollnt of slIch semi-annual payment of interest, in gold coin of the United States, at the time of maturity thereof. Said
i lltere~t ("oupons iihall he so attached that each may be detached without injury to or mutilation of said bond, or injury
to. Illutilation of. or detachment from said bond of the remainder of such coupons the time of payment of which has
!lot yet bren reached. Said coupons shall be consecutively numbered in the chronological order of their time of payIllPnt. ancI shall bear the lithographed signature of the state treasurer. No interest shall be paid on any of said bonds
lor sli(·b time as may intervene between the date of said bond and the day of sale thereof, except to the extent to which
arcruell interest shall have been paid to the state at the time of such -sale by the purchaser of the bond.
Sec:. fi. \Vhen the bonds authorized by this act to be issued shall have been signed, countersigned, endorsed and
sealf,d. as in Rection four provided, the state treasurer shall, from time to time, sell such number thereof as the governor
of the state may direct to the highest bidder for cash. The governor of the state shall, from time to time, issue to the
state treasurer such direction immediately after being requested so to do through and by a resolution duly adopted and
P:lssP(1 hy a majority vote of the board of directors of the California School for the Deaf and the Blind. Such resolution
Io;!tall ~pe("ify the amount of money which, in the judgment of saiel board of directors of the California School for the
Dear and the Blind. shall be required at such time, and the governor of the state shall direct the state treasurer to sell
sHeh number of bonds as will, at the par value thereof, equal said alllount of money so required according to such resolution of the hoard of directors of the California School for the Deaf and the Blind. Said bonds shall be sold in consecutive
numerical order, save and except that the state treasurer may sell two or more bonds at the same time in one lot, which
lot. hO\\'f:,ver. shall he made up of bonds consecutively numbered, the first of which in number shall be the first bond in numhpr yet unsold. Tile !':tate treasurer shall not accept any bid which is less than the par value of the bond or bonds bid for,
and to tIle amount of the accepted bid there shall be added in each case, as a part of the purchase price to be paid by the
hiddl'l'. the amount of interest which shall have accrued on the bonds bid for between the date of the payment for said
honds a nd the last preceding interest maturity date. Each bid shall be in writing and signed by the bidder and sealed, and
shall he df'IH)sih'cl with the state treasurer not later than the last business day preceding the date of sale. Each bid shall
II!' a(·(·olllpanil·d hy the depol-;it with the state treasurer, either in cash or by certified check on a reputable bank within
the ~tate of California, to the order of the State of California, of one-tenth of the amount of the par value of the bond
or lot of bonel;; hid for. Such deposit of each unsuccessful bidder shall be returned to him immediately upon the nonaU'eptance of his bid. and such deposit of the successful bidder shall immediately upon the acceptance of his bid become
and he the property of the State of California and be placed in the state treasury to the credit of the "California
Aeademy for the Blind Building Fund" hereinafter mentioned and shall be credited to the successful bidder upon the
jlurehal-;e price of the bonds bid for in case such price is paid in fnll by him within the time hereinafter prescribed. At
the time of sale the state treasurer shall open said bids and accept the bid of the highest bidder for cash, save and
ex("(:pt that no bid shall be accepted which is lower in amount than the par value of the bonds bid for, and that the
Io;tate trpasurer may. in his discretion, reject all bids. The purchase price of the bonds sold shall be payable within ten
da~'s after the acceptance of the bid therp,for, and if not so paid the successful bidder shall have no right in or to said
honds },~' reason of said bid, or to the recovery of said deposit accompanying said bid, or to any allowance or credit
},? reason of sw'h deposit. In case the purchase price is not so paid, the bonds so sold but not paid for shall be resold by
the state trca~urer upon notice as hereinafter provided in case of original sale. Bonds sold shall be· deliverable to the
purchaser immediately upon, and not before, the payment of the purchase price therefor. Before delivering any of
said honds. the state treasurer shall detach therefrom all in terest coupons which have matured before the date of the
payment of the purchase price therefor.
The' "tate treasurer shall give notice of the time and place of sale by pUblication in two newspapers published in
tlH' ('it? and county of San Francisco, in one newspaper published in the city of Los Angeles, in one newspaper published
in the c·ity of Oakland, and in one newspaper published in the city of Sacramento, once a week for four weeks next
prC'cec1ing the date fixed for such sale. In addition to the notice last above provided for, the state treasurer may give
sw·h further notice as he may deem advisable, but the expense and cost of such additional notice shall not exceed the sum
of fi\'(' hundred dollars for each sale so advertised.
The state treasurer may, hy public announcement at the time and place fixed by him for said sale, and without further ach'ertisement, continue such sale to such time and place as he may at the time of said continuance designate.
Sec. I. There is hereby created in and for the state treasury a fund to be known and designated as the" California
AcatiPll(V for the Blind Building Fund" and immediately after such sale of bonds the state treasurer shall pay into the
state trf'asury and cause to he placed in said California Academy for the Blind Building Fund the total amount re(·(,ived from the sale of said honds, except such amount as may have been paid as accrued interest thereon. The amount
that shall have heen paid at such sale as accrued interest on the bonds sold shall be by the state treasurer, immediately
aftf'r slH:h sale, paid into the treasury of the state and placed in a fund to be known as the" Interest and Sinking Fund
of the California Academy for the Blind Building Bonds." The moneys placed in the California Academy for the Blind
Building Fund pursuant to the provisions of this section, shall be used under the direction of the board of directors of
the California School for the Deaf and the Blind exclusively for the purpose of meeting the cost of the site, buildings,
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equipment and any other expenditures hereinbefore mentioned pursuant to the establishment of the California
Acadcmy for the Blind. l\Ioneys shall be drawn from said California Academy for the Blind Building Fund for the
purposes of this act upon warrants duly drawn by the state controller upon claims made by the board of directors of
the California School for the Deaf and the Blind and approved by the state board of control.
Sec. 8. There is hereby appropriated from the general fund in the state treasury such sum annually as will be
necessary to pay the principal of and interest on, the bonds issued and sold pursuant to the provisions of this act as
said principal and interest become due and payable. There shall be collected each year, and in the same manner and at
the same time as other state revenue is collected, such sum in addition to the ordinary revenues of the state as shall be
required to pay the principal and interest on said bonds maturing in said year, and it is hereby made the duty of all
officers charged by law with any duty in regard to the levy and collection of said revenue to do and perform each and
every act which shall be necessary to collect such additional sum. There is hereby created in the state treasury a fund
to be known and designated as the" Interest and Sinking Fund of the California Academy for the Blind Building
Bonds." The state treasurer shall, on the first day of July, 1921, and on the first day of each January and the first
day of each July thereafter, transfer from the general fund of the state treasury to said interest and sinking fund of the
California Academy for the Blind Building Bonds such an amount of money as shall be required to pay the interest
n'laturing at the next interest payment date on the amount of said bonds sold and outstanding; and shall likewise, on
the first day of January of the year 1927, and the first day of January of each year thereafter in which any of said
bonds sold and outstanding mature, transfer from the general fund of the state treasury to said interest and sinking
fund of the California Academy for the Blind Building Bonds, such an amount of money as may be required to pay the
principal of such of said bonds sold and outstanding as mature in such year.
Sec. 9. The principal and interest of all of said bonds which may be sold shall be paid at the time the same become
tiue from said interest and sinking fund of the California Academy for the Blind building bonds, and the faith of the
State of California is hereby pledged for the payment in full of the principal and interest of said bonds so sold as the
same mature. Both the principal and interest shall be so paid upon presentation to the state treasurer on or after the
day of the maturity of the same of the bond or coupon so maturing, and the state treasurer is hereby authorized and required to make such payment. Warrants for such payments shall be duly drawn by the state controller upon the request
of the state treasurer.
Sec. 10. The expense incurred by the state treasurer in the preparation of the bonds herein provided for and in
advertising the sale thereof, shall be defrayed out of the fund provided by the legislature at its 43rd session for printing
and advertising the sale of state bonds. 'rhe legislature at its 44th session shall make a sufficient appropriation to
defray the expense of advertising the sale of such of said bonds as may be sold thereafter.
Sec. 11. The state eontroller and the state treasurer shall keep full and particular account and record of all their
proceedings under this act and they shall transmit to the governor, in triplicate, an abstract of all such proceedings
thereunder, with an annual report, in triplicate, one copy of each to be by the governor laid before each house of the
legislature biennially. The books and papers pertaining to the matters provided for in this act shall at all times be
open to the inspection of any parties interested, or of the governor, the attorney-general, or the legislature, or of any
citizen of the state.
Sec. 12. This act shall be known and may be cited as the" California Academy for the Blind Building Bond Act,"
and, after any of the bonds herein provided for have been sold, shall be irrepealable until the principal and interest of
all bonds sold shall have he en paid and discharged in full, but the legislature may amend this act at any time in furtherance of its purpose and may also repeal this act at any time after its adoption, provided that there are at the time no
honds which have heen sold thereunder outstanding and unpaid in full as to both principal and interest.
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